DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON RHEINLAND-PFALZ
UNIT 23152
APD AE 09054-3152

3 1 OCY 2016
IMRP-ZA

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: USAG RP Command Policy Letter #19, Owning and Operating Privately
Owned Motorcycle (POM)

1. REFERENCES:

a. Department of Defense Instruction 6055.04, DoD Traffic Safety Program,
20 April 2009, Incorporating Change 2, January 23, 2013.

b. AR 385-10, The Army Safety Program, 27 November 2013.

c¢. Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Memorandum, 21 January 2011, subject:
Motorcycle Mentorship Program-Ride Smart Ride Safe, Team Up!

d. FORSCOM Commander Memorandum, 14 May 2010, subject: Motorcycle
Safety.

e. FORSCOM Commander, Memorandum 23 February 2011, subject:
Motorcycle
Mentorship Program.

f. AECS-S Memorandum CM 2014-24, 24 April 2015 (extended to 2017),
subject: Reflective Apparel for Motorcycle Operators and Passengers.

2. APPLICABILITY: This policy applies to all personnel assigned to or within the
US Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz.

3. PURPOSE: To establish the USAG RP Motorcycle Safety Program and to
promote and foster an environment of safe motorcycle usage both on and off duty.

4. POLICY:

a. General: Motorcycle accidents continue to be a leading cause of Soldier
fatalities and serious injuries. Recent accident trends suggest excessive speed,
reckless operation and operator inexperience as the most common reasons. Every
Leader and Soldier must be committed to and actively involved in accident
prevention, especially the prevention of motorcycle accidents. Training, leader
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involvement, enforcement of standards, leader and Soldier mentorship, along with
the integration of deliberate risk management, will mitigate our ongoing concern
over motorcycle operation.

b. Concept of Operations: Reducing the number of motorcycle accidents requires
the dedicated support of every commander, leader, and Soldier. This policy includes
mandatory training, leader mentorship, and the reinforcement of a Soldier's personal
responsibility to keep safe.

(1) Mandatory Training. Motorcycle training consists of the Basic Rider
Course (BRC), Experienced Rider Course (ERC)/Basic Rider Course 2 (BRC2),
Military Sport Bike Rider Course (MSRC), Motorcycle Refresher Training (MRT), and
sustainment training. All active duty military personnel who intend to operate a
motorcycle on or off the installation will successfully complete Motorcycle Safety
Foundation approved motorcycle rider safety course(s). All operators of government
owned motorcycles must also attend and successfully complete required motorcycle
safety training. All other motorcycle operators must be properly licensed to operate
a motorcycle on the instalflation. Training can be scheduled through the installation
Army Traffic Safety Training Program (ATSTP) website at
https://apps.imcom.army.mil/airs/. (Region=Europe; Garrison=Kaiserslautern or
Baumholder Courses= (applicable course). All military motorcycle riders will
complete the progressive training described in the following paragraphs.
Commanders or 1SGs, with the recommendation of the unit mentor, will determine
when the Soldier is ready for progression.

(@) BRC. The Basic Rider Course (BRC) is the initial training for all motorcycle
riders which provides basic motorcycle skills and prepares them for licensing
procedures. A state licensed motorcycle operator who has passed the BRC is then
permitied to register their motorcycle for up to 180 days on the installation. Since
the BRC is conducted on smaller, government furnished motorcycles, the unit
mentor will conduct a check-ride to ensure the Soldier can handle his/her personal
motorcycle. The mentor will also conduct a check-ride when a Soldier purchases a
different motorcycle. Four-wheeled and off-road motorcycle operators are only
required to complete the BRC.

(b) ERC/BRC2. Successful completion of the Experienced Rider Course
(ERC) ERC/BRC2 will permit a rider to obtain long term installation motorcycle
registration and access. It is recommended that new riders be given approximately
60 days after the BRC or possession of a motorcycle to gain experience before
taking the ERC/BRC2.

The unit motorcycle mentor will monitor the Soldier's progression and ensure the
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motorcycle operator is prepared for the ERC/BRC2 and training is completed within 180
days following the BRC or acquiring a motorcycle.

(¢} MSRC. Motorcycle manufacturers categorize specific models as "Sport”
and "Sport Touring" motorcycles. In order to obtain the skill set necessary to
operate a high performance sport bike, all military "Sport" and "Sport Touring"
motorcycle riders will complete the Military Sport Rider Course (MSRC) at the
direction of the unit mentor/commander, but not later than one year after
completing the BRC. Unit commanders have the responsibility for tracking sport
bike riders and the successful completion of this command directive.

(d} MRT. All redeployed (six months and greater deployments) military
motorcycle riders will attend the Motorcycle Refresher Training (MRT) or the next
uncompleted phase of training (as determined by the commander with the
recommendation of the unit mentor) prior to operating a motorcycle. The Soldier is
authorized to ride their motorcycle to the training site. This training can be
conducted by the ATSTP contractor or the appointed unit mentor.

(e) Sustainment Training for Motorcycle Operators. Motorcycle operators will
complete sustainment training every five years. Sustainment training shall mirror
the type of motorcycle used (ERC/BRC2 for cruiser or MSRC for sport bike).

(2) Properly maintain and wear the appropriate Personnel Protective
Equipment (PPE) for both on and off post riding. Operators must ensure that
passengers comply with these PPE requirements while riding on USAG RP
installations. Anyone operating or riding as a passenger on a motorcyclie on
military installations must wear the required PPE. The minimum required PPE
consists of;

(@) A Department of Transportation Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
No.
218 or Snell Standard M2005 approved motorcycle helmet properly fastened under
the chin.

(b) Full fingered leather or other abrasion-resistant material gloves or
mittens designed for use on a motorcycle.

(c) Long sleeved shirt/jacket and long trousers. Quter clothing constructed
of
abrasion resistant material such as leather, Keviar®, or Cordura® and containing
impact-absorbing padding is strongly encouraged.
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(d) Foot protection that provides sturdy over-the-ankle protection for the feet
and ankles.

(e) Eye protection designed to meet or exceed American National Standards
Institute Standard (ANSI) Z87.1-2003 for impact or shatter resistant goggles, wrap
around glasses or full face shield attached to the helmet. Windshields, eyeglasses,
and fairing do not meet this requirement. Protective eyewear issued for combat
(i.e,, RF1) will meet this requirement. The goggles may be darkened for daylight
use; however, they must be clear during the hours of darkness or adverse weather
conditions. :

(f) Service members assigned to units of USAG RP area of responsibility, will
wear a fluorescent and reflective vest, jacket, or upper outer garment at all times
when operating a motorcycle or riding as a passenger on a motorcycle, on and off
post, regardless of local civilian requirements. Civilian employees (to include
contractors), Family members, and retirees will wear a fluorescent and reflective vest,
jacket, or upper outer garment at all times when operating a motorcycle or riding as a
passenger on a motorcycie while on USAG RP installations and are highly
encouraged to wear such equipment outside of installations. All others are highly
encouraged to wear a fluorescent and reflective vest, jacket, or upper outer garment
at all times when operating a motorcycle or riding as a passenger on a motorcycle.
All motorcycle operators and passengers must ensure outer garments are properly
secured, clearly visible, and not covered. The light-weight mesh physical training
vest is not authorized to wear as a fluorescent and reflective vest on a motorcycle;
however, they can be used to cover a backpack (must be secured).

(3) Passengers in accordance with (IAW) Host Nation law:

(a) Motorcycles which carry a co-passenger must have a seat for co-
passengers. This does not apply to the transport of a child under the age of 7 if there
is an appropriate seat for the child available and wheel casing or other equipment
with the same effect prevents the child's feet from getting into contact with the
spokes.

(b) Two-wheel motor vehicles on which passengers may be transported must
be equipped with a supporting device for passengers which comply with the
provisions stipufated in the regulation.

(c) Two-wheel motor vehicles must be equipped with foot rests for the driver
and passenger on both sides.
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(d) Each two-wheel motor vehicle must be equipped with at least one stand
which is in compliance with the provisions stipulated in the regulation.

c. USAG RP restrictions: No minor under the age of 13 is permitted to travel as
a passenger on a motorcycle on any Army instailation within USAG RP.

5. Soldiers, Civilians and Family members are encouraged to visit the Army Safety
Center website at https://safety.army.mil to review important information on the safe
operation of a motorcycle, a leader's guide to selecting a motorcycle mentor, the
U.s.

Army Soldier Leader Risk Reduction Tool (USA SLRRT), basics for non-riding
leaders, other valuable tips on accident prevention strategies and leadership tools.

6. Point of contact for this policy is the undersigned at DSN 314-493-4135.
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